
World Civilizations Objectives  
 

Unit 1  
Influence of European Religion, Philosophy, and Technology on Early Modern World History  
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the impact of the Renaissance, Reformation, and the 
Age of Exploration on the world during 1300-1800.  

• Discuss key ideas of the Renaissance.  
• Explain the causes and effects of the Protestant Reformation.  
• Explain the global impact of European exploration.  
• Discuss the relationship between religion and foreign interaction in the Muslim world.  

 
Italian and Northern Renaissance  
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the impact of the Renaissance in Italy and Northern 
Europe.  

• Explain the rise of the Renaissance in Italy.  
• Describe the artistic breakthroughs and achievements of Renaissance artists.  
• Summarize influential literary works and techniques of key Renaissance writers.  
• Explain the origins and characteristics of the Northern Renaissance.  
• Explain the artistic style of the Northern Renaissance.  
• Identify the characteristics of the Elizabethan Age.  

 
Reformation  
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the impact of the Reformation in  
Europe.  

• Identify the objectionable church practices that caused Luther’s revolt.  
• Explain how and why Luther’s ideas spread through out Germany.  
• Describe the main tenets of Calvinism.  
• Explain the spread of the Protestant faith to England.  
• Describe reforms in the Catholic Church as a result of the Protestant Reformation.  

 
Impact of European Expansion in Asia, Africa and the Americas  
Students will understand the impact of European Expansion in Asia, Africa, and the Americas.  

• Describe Renaissance ideas used to launch the Age of Exploration.  
• Discuss European trading empires in Asia and the lack of interest from Asian countries.  
• Discuss the roles and motivations of the explorers/conquistadors in Latin America.  
• Discuss the exchange of technology, ideas, and agricultural practices.  
• Describe the impact of the slave trade on Africa and the Americas.  

 
.  
Religions in the Middle East  
Students will the complex nature between the religions in the Middle East.  

• Identify the Ottoman Empire.  
• Identify the Safavid Empire.  
• Explain the differences and conflict between the Sunni and Shiite Muslims.  

 
Unit 2  
Revolutions in Government, Philosophy, Science and Technology from 1500-1900 
 
Students will examine the struggles of people in Europe and the Americas who seek to build their 
own nations and create new forms of government.  



• Study the development of absolute and constitutional monarchies in Europe.  
• Analyze events that led Enlightenment scientists and thinkers to question old ideas and to 

revolutionize the arts, religion, government, and society.  
• Analyze the French Revolution, the rise and fall of Napoleon, and the Congress of Vienna.  
• Examine the great shifts in thinking that altered politics and the arts from 1789-1900.  

 
Governments in Europe  
Students will understand the different types of governments in 16th and 17th Century Europe.  

• Discuss the establishment of absolute monarchies by individuals such as Louis XIV, Frederick the 
Great, and Peter the Great.  

• Compare and Contrast the Glorious Revolution in England and the French Revolution.  
• Trace the growth of constitutional government in England from the death of Elizabeth through the 

Glorious Revolution.  
• Describe the difference between absolute and constitutional monarchies.  

 
Enlightenment  
Students will understand the impact of the Enlightenment and scientific ideas on political 
institutions, social movements, and religion.  

• Explain how scientific and technological changes brought about social and cultural changes.  
• Explain the ideas of significant people and scientific theories.  
• Discuss how the technologic changes brought about social, political, and cultural changes in Europe, 

Asia, and the Americas.  
 
Revolutions in Europe and the Americas  
Students will identify, examine, and explain the various social and political causes of revolutions in 
both Europe and the Americas.  

• Relate the American Revolution to the political philosophies of the Enlightenment.  
• Analyze the French Revolution.  
• Explain the rise and fall of Napoleon.  
• Describe how the Congress of Vienna shaped post Napoleonic Europe.  
• Describe the growth of nationalism in Germany and Italy as it relates to unification movement.  

 
Unit 3  
Industrialization and Imperialism  
Students will describe the effects of the Industrial Revolution, the reform movements of the 19th 
century, and imperialism.  

• Describe key events of the Industrial Revolution and analyze how these affected economics and 
politics  
• Trace the spread of democratic ideals and industrial and scientific progress in the 19th century  
• Examine the spread of European influence through colonial expansion  

 
• Analyze the effects of imperialism economic instability, and revolution on developing nation  

 
The Industrial Revolution  
Students will identify key events of the Industrial Revolution and analyze how these affected 
economics and politics.  

• Explain the beginnings of industrialization in Britain.  
• Describe key inventions that furthered the Industrial Revolution.  
• Identify improvements in transportation.  
• Describe the social and economic effects of industrialization.  
• Identify the positive and negative effects of the Industrial Revolution.  



 
Reform Movement  
Students will identify and describe the various reform movements that were the result of the 
Industrial Revolution.  

• Identify significant people and explain their impact on the reform movements in the 19th Century.  
• Explain the main concepts of socialism.  
• Explain the main concepts of communism.  
• Explain how the labor union movement affected the Industrial Revolution.  
• Describe other reform movements this era.  
• Describe the evolution of British Democracy and how their colonies became self-governing 

dominions.  
 
Imperialism  
Students will trace the spread of European influence through colonial expansion.  

• Summarize the motives of European colonizers and the factors that allowed them to control Africa 
and much of Asia.  

• Explain different forms of colonial control.  
• Analyze the impact of colonial rule in Africa and Asia.  
• Trace early resistance and nationalistic movements against European domination.  

 
Unit 4  
The World at War (1900-1945)  
Students will understand the cause and effect of the two world wars and the global depression.  

• Summarize the causes, events, and effects of World War I.  
• Analyze the evolution of conflict between revolutionaries and nationalist before, during, and after 

World War I.  
• Examine the economic, political, social, and scientific changes that brought the world to the brink of 

a second world war.  
• Analyze the causes and results of World War II.  

 
 
 
 
World War I  
Students will understand the causes, major events, and effects of World War I.  

• Summarize the events that set World War I in motion.  
• Summarize military actions of World War I.  

      • Explain the Treaty of Versailles and its effects on European powers.  
• Summarize the Bolshevik Revolution and its outcomes.  

 
Global Depression and the Rise of Totalitarian States  
Students will understand the impact of the Great Depression on the economics, politics, and 
societies of the international community.  

• Describe the impact of World War I on postwar Europe.  
• Trace the events that led to the financial collapse of the United States economy.  
• Analyze the worldwide effect of the Great Depression.  
• Describe how Fascist governments rose to power in Germany and Italy.  

 
World War II  
Students will understand the causes and effects, plus the major events of World War II.  

• Summarize the events that led to war.  



• Summarize the military actions of World War II.  
• Discuss the Holocaust.  
• Summarize events that led to the surrender of Germany and Japan.  
• Summarize how defeat and occupation affected political and civic life in Europe and Japan.  

 
Unit 5  
Postwar to the Present (1945-Present)  
Students will understand the political, social, and economic changes occurring around the globe 
after World War II.  

• Analyze the conflicts between competing economic systems and the restructuring of alliances from 
1945 to present.  

• Identify political movements and conflicts in Africa and Asia as colonialism gave way to 
independence.  

• Understand the struggles for change in Latin America, Africa, the former Soviet bloc, and China.  
• Explain the variety of ways in which global interdependence affects people’s lives.  

 
Superpowers  
Students will understand the economic, military, and technological rivalries between the US and 
Soviet Union.  

• Summarize the Cold War and it effects on Europe, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East.  
• Describe how Mao’s Marxist regime transformed China.  
• Trace the course and consequences of the Korean War.  
• Summarize the causes of the Vietnam War and describe its aftermath.  
• Identify and explain the events that led to the end of the Cold War.  

 
 
Global Conflicts in a New Era  
Students will understand the struggle for independence of former colonies and conflicts in the 
Middle East and Central Asia. 
      • Describe independence movements on the Indian subcontinent, Southeast Asia, and Africa.  

• Describe the formation of Israel and the resulting conflicts with Arab States.  
• Identify challenges faced by the nations of the former Soviet Union.  
• Describe Afghanistan’s struggle for independence and role in global terrorism.  

 
Challenges for the Future  
Students will explore the challenges they face due to space exploration, the revolution in 
communication, advances in technologies, the global economy, and international security issues.  

• Trace the exploration of outer space.  
• Identify the effects of expanding global communications  
• Evaluate the effects of advances in health care, medicine, and agriculture.  
• Define the global economy and discuss the effects of technology on the world economy.  
• Describe the environmental impact of global development.  
• Discuss human rights and world health issues.  
• Define modern terrorism and give examples from around the world.  

 
 


